In NEPA, 95 of 181 schools meet expectations
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Of the 181 schools in Northeast Pennsylvania, 95 met state expectations in a scoring system that examines student
achievement and growth.
After a one-year moratorium for most schools, the Pennsylvania Department of Education released the 2016 School
Performance Profile scores Thursday. In Lackawanna County, those scores range from 93.7 at Abington Heights High
School to 56.6 at Carbondale Area Elementary School. A score of 100 is highest.
The state historically considered scores above 70 acceptable, though state officials advised this year to look at each
school’s score as a “snapshot” and cautioned against comparing scores to previous years, when standardized tests
were based on a different set of standards. Fifty-two percent of schools in Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike,
Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming counties surpassed 70.
“The process of transitioning to the new, more rigorous PA Core Standards is ongoing, and schools, administrators and
teachers have been working diligently to design curriculum, update lesson plans and align learning tools to the new
standards,” Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera said in a news release.
This is the first year elementary and middle schools received SPP scores under the new test. Scores on the
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment dropped dramatically across the state in 2015 because of a more rigorous
test aligned to new standards. The U.S. Department of Education granted a one-year moratorium from SPP scores to
schools that administer the PSSA. Third- through eighth-graders take the PSSA. In high schools, students take end-ofcourse Keystone Exams in algebra I, literature and biology.
The system, in its fourth year, replaced the Adequate Yearly Progress measure of achievement. Scores are calculated
the following way:
■ 40 percent academic achievement, including scores on PSSA math, reading and science tests, the end-of-course
Keystone Exams and SATs.
■ 40 percent academic growth, which looks at gains students make year-to-year.
■ 5 percent for closing the achievement gap for all students. The achievement gap is determined by comparing the
percent of students who score at proficient and above with 100 percent.
■ 5 percent for closing the achievement gap of historically underperforming students, including students who are
economically disadvantaged.
■ 10 percent for other factors, including graduation rates, attendance rates and whether Advanced Placement courses
are offered. Seven extra credit points are also available for the percent of students who score at advanced levels.
Though the state advises not to compare scores from year-to-year, many Scranton schools received scores significantly
higher than two years ago — even with a more rigorous test. Superintendent Alexis Kirijan, Ed.D., attributed part of that
success to a strategic plan that strengthens curriculum, offers more professional development and increases
instructional leadership.
“It’s really encouraging for all of us,” she said. “We’ve seen the needle move, and we know we can move the needle.
That’s what’s significant for us.”
Carbondale Area plans to evaluate its math series and is developing a rigorous curriculum to focus on problem solving
after receiving a score of 56.6 for the elementary school, said David Cerra, acting superintendent.
The district also waits for the impact of a grant to be seen. With the grant, the district purchased new books, teachers
attended professional development and differentiated instruction was put into place to meet the needs of students, he
said.

While other districts struggled with funding the last five years, the cuts were even deeper in Carbondale.
“I feel that the scores do not resemble the quality of the kid that we are putting out or any effort by our educators. To me
the scores resemble some of our branches that are falling off from gutting things. With that being said, I firmly believe
that our trunk is getting a lot stronger,” Superintendent Paul Brennan said. “In a short amount of time, we have had
some key hirings, are injecting rigor, providing safety nets and aligning things with a strategy and a purpose.”
Abington Heights Superintendent Michael Mahon, Ph.D., attributed the high school’s score of 93.7 to “hard-working
students and teachers,” but questioned whether the score is the best way to evaluate a school.
The state is examining that very issue now, and for the past year sought input to make the system more “holistic,” said
Matt Stem, the state’s deputy secretary for elementary and secondary education.
North Pocono High School’s score, 93.4, is one of the highest in the region. Superintendent Bryan McGraw attributed
part of the score to a strong faculty and a built-in remediation program for students who don’t do well the first time they
take the Keystone exams.
“We have to continue to set the bar high,” Mr. McGraw said. “Why can’t we be 98 or 99?”
For more information, visit paschoolperformance.org.
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